A MODERN HISTORY OF SQUATTING ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE

The 1960s were a tumultuous time. Freedom ridea In the South and freedom riots In the North were
rocking the nation. Hundreds of citiea were afiame, fanned by the winds of revolution, threatening
the very stabllity of the US government. The idea of reducing the population of the poor In the citles
by destroying the avallable housing, as a way to prevent further Insurrections was an idea that
appealsd to many In the rullng ellle.

By the early 70s, these notions became studies, and then documents, and finally pians to "spatially
deconcenirate” the urban centers of the troublesome poor, Black and Lslino people eapecially.
These molives, mliitary/control motives, fueled the mechanlams of depopulation and "planned
shrinkage” which decimated city after city throughout! the decade. From an economic point of view,
how can we explain the abandonment of bulldings and the rapld deterioration of poor
nzighborhoods that occured across the country? Well, as fong se the bosses required chesp
labor, they built housing for the workers. When the worker was no longer necessary, and In fact
became uppity, no new housing was 10 be bullt. The housing thatl poor people were llving In
became a target for the apparatus of dleplacement: Red-linlng by banks and Insurance companles,
arson-for-profit, and phoney relocation scame. it became Impossible for even the most well
meaning landlords to maintain thelr bulldings. Generations of working ciass ownership came to
nought agalnst the more powerful and bigger capitalists who forced both residential tenants and
small landlords out of the nelghborhoods.

By the mid-70s, the war against the poor was no longer a subject for speculation, for what had
taken place in secret In the halls of HUD, in banks and police siations, now showed its ravaged
product: war-torn neighborhoods, bulldings abandoned, burned cut shells, vacant streiches of
land where poor, working people once lived. But the stale meant to go even further. It wasn't
enough to displace the poor. Simply dispersing the poor was not control enough. The state meant
to reconcentrate them In shelters.

Enter the "Coalitlon for the Homeless®, founded In Washingion, DC In 1979-80. Through their
champloning of "right to sheiter* legislation around the country, the legal framework for the growth-
boom shelter industry was pul In place. The more insidious result of the "right to shelter" strategy
was to turn people, including homeless people, away trom the obvious solution to the problem,
namely 1aking over the abandoned bulldings etc., and get them to settle for the “alternative™ of
fiving In a gym or an armory. Some cholce!

By the 1880s, federal monles and “emergency managemeni” expertise were fixated upon the
*homeless”, who now were seen as something other than the paor who had been displaced earlier.
The "shelter system® or low-Intenslity detention of the poor, became the domlnant strategy. Those
who saw the obvious solution began taking direct action te solve homelessness, at least on a loca)
level. After all, with all of the thousands of abandoned and warehoused apartments and empty

land, it seemed crazy to suggest that thousands of homeiess victima of governmental assauit live in
barracks. Squatting became the realistic alternative for people forced to choose between the
sireeta and the e threatening shelter system.

As the 1990s begin, squatting has become a political statement as well as a solulion to
homelessness. in spite of countless attempts by the city and ita’ police force lo remove them from
their bulldings, the squatters of the Lower East Side have stood fast In the face of evictions,
arsons, and even wholesala demolitions. Through mass demonatrations and batlles In the streets
and courts, squattera have kept thelr homes, in some cages for as long as 10 years.

In the years to come, as more people become aware of the benetita of squatting, more buildings
will be taken. We can expect the state to Intensify it'a eorls 1o prevent and destroy the aquatters’
movement. Through mass public support, this genuine people’s movement will survive and grow.

SQUATTER COMICS is published by SHADOW PRE:
complete fist of publica d R

b New York, N.Y. 10009.
tions available, please gsand us a self-addressed stamped envelope. i




BEFORE THE COFS CAN oY (NT0 TrE| Bl B . :
IIOUAT THEY ARE SHOWERFD wiTH - FUCK YOuU MAN | WE AINT LEAVING!
DEBRIS: FROM. INSIDE THRE BUILDING, | JIESElEl, THIE SQuaT 15 LR oM

5 A
SON OF A BE\TCch!' ABOUT A
ARE MARCHING g THE STRECT HEADED STRAIGHT TINJARDS -4}

TAKING ANY
O HIT!

0
&

RETREAT ! EVERY BODY RETREATI

P .
W 1"

£ -_“;“'

L




THE, Oy  WAY WE HAVE OF comﬁumm
WITH  ANYRICY' OUTSIDE OF THE SOUAT ‘5‘
wWITH WAL HIE TALKIES — - v

THIS AREA OF THE CITY MUST B8E SECURED —
50 IT CAN BF FULLY BCEVELQPED BY THE Tyl

WE

4 "y
THE LAST PERSON WE WANT HANGING AROUND OUR

P L —— TSN 1
=3 {m ——— v, ﬂ .
= / —_——— = g
\ ‘7 ‘ — A l O
: . S 110 S 11T e - . s ) 5 -fp o0
SOUATTERS WILL GET HASSLED BY COPS JUST BECAUSE THEY'RE LIVING IN

i
T e,

==
|




E i Inrocke<x—

BYIL AW
1 Feadedt Mok g Pk i
i hEI-IIIL !'HJI.;,.| 'I: Ll

i e R0 (R,

THEARE HAas

RENC

P

A
IN_ THE SQUATTERS.

THERE
STAIE . « .

A Rl o o Dk
N/ ABBEMA[QO
LT T o S SR
I 1 .III fl llr“l‘llf( TRAGAN 7 .

i
T

GUT AT THE SAME TIME THEREL
A5 BEEN A MILITTARISTIC  WAR
QN THE POOR IN 'NEW YORK !




’ ———yd S i T i ‘

EILM IE ZAPPINTHUR TIATLL MUN 3 - ; Sanng, Y ek e
INSPERTON'Z [CXRRY, (@ FRENZ ST /S| R, - 7 SEIT ‘ Pl 7
c)\') TH’S" - (% o © v, :33’,‘,’ NEXT, o zp-a:ﬂ:f/iﬁ;'; A
§ al—‘ 2 q el . J = . SCEER AND

O g » A

N\ (AL SN < 33
( S" GD i J ::;ﬁorzscr ng’ 3
’\» e becnaD (J E WO COPS av B :

4 N IFMINENT WENT TO GET
) .t . PANGER OF (O J oY RE Ap,mr:)m

£ N\ WAPDASHOTZ. SUE 1z ABOUT TOR ) HAES . so - new) " AL :
il %"%E&’."ﬁeﬁ“"uﬂ THE BENEFITZ OF STAROUMB!! g , i 4>
\\ b ’ e - | | il
19 1L ADAY S - J As ARESULT THEY
E ! ’ HPZN'“. N o wr ‘,f,'fg’t"{‘i:'_” . NSI}AN‘JLEP THE
. HANTS 6)
0 TR o
=

§~.
2

X
T
~
<3
W
N
N
¥
2%

g
Y
R

US e X AW M »
;j‘ )Fé((){;‘k{-: ) e

\& . e . \) ) FINALLY WE ALL g WATCHED
* ~ \’\ : HELPLESS|Y A% THE
" 6 . b ! SQUAT WA [P\, b
fIoLIsHED s
. AND TH N
: TENNAMTA ‘
£l e

(& HOMELES .
**AR1pp > . H
PNy -
T iv2 GREAT SE ! f TR ",
HEY N4 SHOLIN My TOKEE ..} : N o - i

FELIZATARGEINON /% Niesire ] /AN R 2 *
* NEAR MY : :

(JANNA SEE EM... el

Nz

SOWHEN THE

BLDG NEAT TO

OUR $QUAT (o)
“LAYSED.,.

GiTz 100 BiG,
YER HARDHAT TENDS TUH
FALL OFF

SETH TOBOCMAN




: “I’/
’H /////f j’,”

), "'

!\\hn\h \%E " R Aﬁ/ /

$5 [

dﬁi
S Down MUSHRGOMSQUAT”’ 4/ [EMME 'y .zH AT
ﬁf I3 ‘” 3 o W A'rrEMﬂl
X \ ‘l DRESSED })
% ' ‘ . TH'S' L.]oRK
o ek } c;tovES ( L ) LENHER
ToolS 0
l DENIM

LicloUs
{2% CHIFF 5
REGULATION
,.\ msurrmCKERS

TOE Foﬂﬂ‘Es'rlCUUlK

YO ]SUEHT BRONG, FUAICHERA HUH ?/ S .7,_ T

SOS
FILM A IK"V

ﬁa




...L REPEAT.. COME o | : '_‘ =
ouT...YoU ARE N |
IN VIOLATION OF . = .
OUR LAW 7 = =
N 7
) Oy S
, ~ '_ST =
- ol - ‘
=0 o

VH, OR#*

= THEYRE PULLIN'

Fuer ' =
PUNKS

-AND I.G0T THE REMEDY 2= -,-_"' 1 10% § TAFR ; 111 |:,I4‘,_ 7( 3! 1T
FOR THAT.. ABARREL OF/~ 2= M (M 7 Q.i f " N
FERMENTED &% [ =N/ ‘ 7l EATYS
SQUATTER 3 = W ’ = - (0 RETRET
PIss... =g — » T GDF(?‘-E-’ J i /'k/ J\ |
N Ny .‘.‘J | > "
\‘\ ‘ﬁ ~.A' ) ;
I = NE
g Z &=
VIJ'\\ - X = E
AN leed
2ans N o ¢ & S TN ¢
AR Ml‘; . 7 )]
b 1 £ Q GOD.’.’ R :_
- e \:n —~ o \.\ .

HoLDp Em oFF

TAKE EM 3 WEERS FOR A WHILE... | BE=
To CLEAM OFEE THAT JfLone ENUFF FoR | -
7 vs To CALL....

[ rmwe ot iawz: S oo | [ Tee FEPIN BOPTLES

HELLO! FLYING
BOTTLES 7 OVER?:?
THIS IS SQUATMAN/!
QUR SQUAT 1S
SURROUNDED BY
KoPs, OUR AMMO
1$ LOW,ONLY A
COUPLA BOTTLES
LEFT, NO WATER.
AND 00R FOOD SUPPLY
1% EXTREMELY LOW.,

A

OR!-AND ™\ =
SPEAKING QF
Foob, woure YA

ALSC DROP OFFA |\
COUPLA PIZZAS ON

LATER THAT RITE..-

JAMMIN' AT THE SgUAT.

DEposIT HERE TO
FeEY THE SQUAT

PEFINITEL

51 GONNA BE
A GREAT

P ANOW! THier's SN
ENUFF BOTTLE Y8

sk )

P THANKS To0... W/
THEM FLYIN' %77




aﬂv__: :

I

*__
il

" AL IR\ S
._H: ﬁﬂ%ﬁwa&mww“%
N

TNEWT

A |l

- llk_. .

ki

|- .. D (i1 ‘ _.
Ao, S il A L
“.m_ ﬂ&d’ ...___‘!,Bp

L] - d
(ORPRC AL Y
a9 il
bl

e e e s sk 4 i ol m

g

- T

“OH, YEAH? YOU AND WHAT ARMY /2

=

ATTENTION!?

THIS 1S THE POLICE
ALL OCCUPANTS -
THE BUILPING.. You

" HAVE FIVE MINUTES

VR

TO COME OUT...
WITH YoUR HANDS




As SO00N AS  THE CDOPS LEAVE THE SQUATTERS AND ACTWISTS ARE  ABLE Ta
RE -EMNTER THE AT L

COMING SODN

Ay eNOW.. T SEEMS |

I'rr:-ag, WE DOWT HAE A

T HOUSHE SHORTAGE .
e ’

i >
| C Ay

o
| (52

THE REST OF THE DAY 15 SPENT CELEBRATINC AS THE SCUATTERS navE

Wwelcome to o
FINALLY ACHIENED a WVICTORY iM Th SQUATTERS RENQLUTWOMN . | .

POLICE

0 OMAT WE KANE ‘]_
L Al ApUSDAdCE |
L oF GREED/ -

) }'.'rj?ﬁ‘]}ﬁii‘. [t
[

i '\_l\

>
Lo & 4

N1, | [BREE § iy
| @2 o S5 |
Lo ESHETS
I ,'\‘_.--“f'ﬁ o ARE Human Righis?
| ( 1)

HAGC
£
SHE

HPD STRIKE

l

Eﬁ_‘ ; !/4‘95! : ’ ::E' 25

e @ i —

TOMPKING SQUARE TASK FARCE

The SHADOW ls the underground newspaper of the Lower East Side of New York City, rising up after the Infamous Tompkins

Square Pig Riot of August 1988 to fill the void left by the East Village Other and the RAT. Issues covered include government

and police corruption and vioience, people fighting the state, aq rights, h gentrification, marijuana

rights, Anarchy, and MORE!! Current and past issues are available by mail for $1.00 plus $1.00 postage. Please send to
SHADOW PRESS, P.O. Box 20298, New York, N.Y. 10009,




