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“We are a network of grandparents and elders who care about the world our descendants will inherit. We 

have learned that the current plans of energy companies and governments will, if not radically changed, 

put our grandchildren’s future at risk. We seek to cooperate and enter into dialogue with others. Where 

other actions fail, we are prepared to take direct action, in a spirit of non-violence and respect.”  

Thinking the best of humanity is an optimism that is going to be catastrophic for our grandchildren’s climate, 

as this autumn’s stream of reports about climate change from the IPCC, Met 

Office and World Wildlife Fund has shown, but it worked in our favour when 

we blithely walked past Security at the Department for Business, Industry and 

Industrial Strategy in London in June (details in Newsletter 7) and, in 

September, at City Hall in Bristol. Here we briefly took up position in the 

main Council Chamber with our mouths taped up. This was a symbol of the 

silencing of democracy by a Government intent on overriding local councils’ 

ability to stop, or at least delay, the expansion of fracking in the UK. This 

small action was carried out spontaneously at the end of one of our routine 

meetings. It shows how an action can be carried out with little preparation. 

What needed more preparation was the part we played in the 

world-wide Global 

Day of Action (rise 

for the climate) in 

September, where we 

coordinated or 

participated in rallies 

simultaneously in 

Taunton and Bristol 

with speeches and 

marches. See it on 

Youtube: (Taunton event, with a song https://youtu.be/acVjfGQCrJg or Bristol event, with a funeral procession-
https://www.facebook.com/richard.baxter.790/videos/10156878419394994/UzpfSTEwMDAxNDA1NjE3MDk5Njo0ODQyMjAxNjUzODk4NTI/  

We rely on demonstrations and protests making an impact on passers-by, especially when we are able to 

speak to or give information to them; they also help us to create and maintain bonds with other action 

groups. But we rely on the media, including social media, to reach the greatest number of people for 

maximum impact. On a number of occasions at the end of 2018 some of our members joined thousands of 

others in Extinction Rebellion or XR (see Facebook Extinction 

Rebellion, www.rebellion.earth   or www.risingup.org.uk in 

occupying five bridges in Central London and refusing to 

move, and one of our members was arrested on several 

occasions. The massive inconvenience caused to the driving 

public (other than to emergency services that were let through) 

hit the headlines on many occasions. For our part, we always 

aim to use our position as grandparents/seniors as a lever for 

attention, by being portrayed in a different role from the 

stereotypical images of old people as passive or pathetic, or merely as self-indulgent consumers, as so 
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Reader’s corner:. One reader has asked how we can 

claim to represent “Grandparents” when we are so 

few……  

often portrayed in the media. The sight of old people standing up (or lying down) for a cause, or being 

manhandled and arrested, is still a challenging image for many.  

But what is the worst that the media can do when it comes to climate 

change? We are familiar with the tactics of denying, distorting and 

discrediting. But what is worse is simply ignoring or playing down the 

problem, as the powerful message from Swedish school girl Greta 

Thunberg’s address to COP 24 in Poland illustrated 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAmmUIEsN9A). The BBC (our BBC) came in 

for our attention when some of our members joined others in the XR 

network for an early-morning blockade of the entrance to BBC Bristol 

offices and studios. Our complaint was the repeated under-reporting of 

climate change news (the December talks in Katowice are one example).  

Christmas is a time of good-will towards all, but also of shopping till we’re 

dropping. The high, and increasing levels of consumption in the Western 

world is a climate-change issue. Several hundred protestors, including a 

number of grandparents, (deliberately) dropped to the ground during peak 

shopping in the Cabot Circus shopping Mall in Bristol on a Saturday in 

December, overlooked by Santa and Security, as a reminder of the harm 

that climate change is already causing to vulnerable populations across the 

world. Shoppers cautiously stepped round our bodies (this is Britain, after 

all), but as we lay on the ground, a few of the aggressive comments from up 

there reminded us that we were only inches away from heavy boots.  

So what do the public really think of us, and most importantly, of the cause 

we are trying to promote? We can’t generalize, but our demonstration 

outside Barclays Bank in Cardiff on a busy day in September gave us an 

opportunity to engage with passers-by about climate 

change. Was it the atrocious weather and the soggy 

leaflets, or was it the backing from a Red Choir that made 

so many receptive? Perhaps it was the reminder that the 

weather gods are not to be trifled with, and that Saturday is 

just part of a climate pattern that is deteriorating rapidly. 

Barclays is a particularly bad example of investment in fossil 

fuels. 

We are still a small regional group based in the Bristol area, 

but we also make links with grandparent groups in other 

countries. Two of our members met a grandparent climate 

group in Arctic Norway in December, where oil and gas exploration is now going full pelt with the support 

of the State Sovereign Wealth Fund that is now “diversifying” into the US fracking industry (see 

www.besteforeldreaksjonen.no – English-language pages). We also hosted a modest national meeting in 

Bristol in October where we made a number of new friends. As for 2019, we are likely to be working more 

with other local action groups and networks, such as XR, but also encourage the formation of other local 

grandparent/senior groups or networks that use the unique elder brand that can fascinate and challenge 

people to look beyond the collective and catastrophic blindness our society perpetuates. So, do contact us 

via our website if you are interested in meeting us or starting a group yourself.  

Visit us at https://network23.org/gfase/   

Follow us on Facebook:  grandparents for a 

safe earth uk. Text us:  07729 303594.       

Our actions are on www.youtube.com: type 

“Grandparents for a Safe Earth” into the 

search box.                                   
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