
Welcome To Royate Hill Community Orchard
The Community Orchard is a community resource for other
allotment holders and local people. It's primary aim is one of
education: practical, hands-on learning about growing and
maintaining fruit trees & bushes, along with other veg. It's
secondary aims are the sharing of produce; the promotion of
'local food'; the benefits of communal space and community.
Wherever possible the orchard follows 'permaculture principles'.

Some History
Old documents tell us that back in the 16 th century this land was
used as an orchard and dairy. In the 18th century there was a
brickworks here, producing mainly drainage bricks. By the late 19 th

century it was again being used by local people to grow their own
food, often the only fresh veg working class people could easily
access! The land has been used like that ever since. But by the
1970's the habit of growing your own food became less popular, as
our society changed (supermarkets), and most people became
relatively more wealthy, whilst lacking in free time.

Into the 21  st   century!
The start of the new millenium saw over 70% of the allotments
here derelict and overgrown. Royate Hill, like many other council-
owned allotment sites, faced being sold off. In response some local
people and allotment holders got together to defend the space,
largely by lobbying the council and increasing usage of the site.
One of these was Mike Feingold, the allotment site rep since
2003/4. Aware that the 3 allotment plots where the orchard now
exists were on particularly steep land with a very clay-based soil,
he and others recognised this would be ideal for fruit trees. They
saw an opportunity to bring these plots back into use, in probably
the best way the land could be used. But perennials such as fruit
trees weren't allowed under rules! They lobbied the council...

Community Orchard is born
In due course the council agreed with the proposal for a Community
Orchard, and supported it by allowing it free rent. Funds from sales
of other allotment sites were also used to improve Royate and other
remaining sites, and a small grant was available to buy trees. In late
2005 people started to clear the land here and plant the first trees.
Along with their own time they also contributed money or fundraised
to develop the orchard.

Kebele Permaculture Group
Formed in autumn 2007 by people involved in the Kebele social
centre who had completed a 3 month permaculture course, they
took on helping maintain and develop the orchard as one of their
ongoing projects. Veg started to be grown on land at the bottom of
the orchard.

Grow and learn and share
The Orchard now has over 40 varieties of fruit trees, along with fruit
bushes and veg. It has begun to graft its own root stock to produce
new trees, that are sold on to raise funds. Courses on pruning and
grafting trees are held, along with apple pressing to make juice &
cider. There are regular educational visits to the orchard and other
plots, from people as far away as south Bristol, the USA and Japan.
The Roundhouse, built by volunteers on a training course, can
provide shelter, workshop & meeting space, an area for crafts &
green ecology & propagation of plants, and for wildlife observation.

Get Involved - All are welcome to share the Orchard.
Workdays on the 1st & 3rd Saturday of the month, 11am to
4/5pm. Come for as long as you are able, no skills necessary.
Please bring vegan food to share for lunch, usually about 1.30pm.

For more info, visits & workshops Contact Mike on 07768915423




